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Pyęopbets which were before you. 
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tion for Righteouſneſs 1225 while wel 
| e «oo wholſome aye in the fe 
and q lud me of that Hqly Religion, a 
: choſe vs able RING nd" 6 Which the 
| J ans us ; to propoſe the Encouragementy, (« 
ay down n the Durigs: Which Atrend or retate ene 
Thar! in gn f6rcable-Condition}) to a Hebplel Bain 
i LEY 15 Jucceſſcs, Big witk i growing Hopt thre 
2 and Ak Reſt in a fult Indulgence of every. ſort qu u 
25 10 "Which a Mild and Gtacidus'Goyerniyſhro( 
| F- an i rant, or Honeſt; Reaſpn 
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Abe pred by, chem. which will deen 
et us as Men, and Chriſtiaus if there were 
I Suftrings. for Righteouſneſs" fake, Which —_— 
Ich us as a Penple, either thro' our inteſtiae 
; riſions, „Or, our oben Euemies, from Which the 
a zgalous Nefender of our Religion; and of 
go =: Rights, may not always be. able ro ſecure us, 
hout gur ſteady, Adherence. ro thoſe Duties 
ich chat Ciſe rag and oughr to ſuggeſt to 
; if a Conſtahe aa irm Pre parat inn f Ming 
3 70 the reſolum Practice of che Datifs afi thar 
ate: Were not Mays neceſſary to us in, botli 
ſpeRts/a and it the Mere of che Bleſſed 
atty r, of this May, St. Stepben, did not of it 
q U If account for the Propricety of the Mediratiun. 
1 He, was ce fir A who had the Honour to 
er fer the Son of | Righteoaſneſs, and thene- 
fe fe ſtahds the Foremoſt in che blood Liftrbf 
oy Marys and Confeſſors, lia, with the 
ptain , ee Salvation, Were erfedted” thro" 
[ Minen 5A nöftu nase 98 ba no 9321 
But 3 af that Holy I arrpr, cut off 
tchalbeguming of his Race, and conſequently 
x exereis'd4/inromdy kinds of Sufterings' whiell 
 Efbaized thoſe: whom he loft behind him to purſue 
opeſchro“ am all, is af too narrow an Tnflutnce, 
it q uneommon Uſe te:confine our Medicirions.. 
reſums to mention it, on this Oscaſion, only 
Jawaken our Attentian to a witer Scene of 
ry, and a Stoge of Confolariods; which he 
5 not permitted rhe r Exerciſe or N rd 
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fg and which theſe Words ol our Bleſſed g 1 
our open to us. 1 

Bleſſed are they ivbich are perſecutnl or 1 pl 
dige Jake, for theirs is the Mingdlom of Hei 


Bleſſed are je when Men ſhall reviſe you; ani 
ſecute you, and ſay” all manner of evil ga 
Jaht for my ſabe. ö | 

Aejayce and be oxcerdinl glad, fer gelb is 


celvars's in Heaven: for ſo peared 9 the 
N which were before o. 

The Words 8 I may beg leave tal 
vol, avere deſign d by our Bleſſed Saviour 
ford abundance of Encoutagement and Con 

taca Condition that needs it much, and is e 
unromfortable in it ſelf. 

„ Eajoymentis the Aim and the Purſuit of e 
-Creature,; cut ſhort and ſtreighten'd, as it is 
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by the Divine Prohibitions ; reſtrain d and eta 


by Human Laws; chwarted continually by 
*bortering Intereſts of equal Pretenders, and 
feared often by the common Accidents of: 
Men hardly bear the leaſt Encroachment on 

poor Remainder of it, that is left to make 
Courſe of Life run ſmoothly on, with ſomq; 

gree of Indolence, if not Complacency. But u 

a — grow in Weighr or Nun” 
when they are attended with Inflictions, . 
Pain and Sufferings unprovok'd/'and undeſcy}* 
\ choir Impatienee naturally riſes high, and 7 

to the utmoſt degree of Tadignarion, © + FE 
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What Perſuaſions arc. ſuffigi ent to Jnguce, 
l Examples ro. Invite, what Rewards to En- 
48 em to it? | 180 

us is what the Son of God . upon 
to do, with all the Power. of Exantpley wich. 
he Force of Reaſan, and ich all the ꝓramiſing 
rances that can be requiſite to ſo dufficuir an 
empt. 
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the 


E to 
Our t 


> Example ſufhiciently Encouraging, in the like 


nus, till we have conſider'd. 


are chat are perſecuted. And, 


ies that are Requiſite to that State. 
o/ Perſecution ſeems to me to be an A548 


eching of Ea gerneſs, Pur ſuit aps Perſe vererte. 

Nature of the Thing, and the Force of, the 
1.0 together, ſeem to give us this full Account 
. 


given Originally by God entruſted. ot re- 
Id by Men for Good alone. And rhercforc 
ever the Seat of Power 3, to What Degrec ſo- 
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d Wow diſfcult is it then to perſuade em to a 
je of Life, and. to a teddy: Charſæe ef Action 
Ne natural Tendency is.co\praveke theſe Safer 


he Reward is great in the Anden of. 4 3 0 


e of. the Prophets that went before us. We have, 
to ſuſpend a while rhe Tryal of their Force 


I hat 3s Perſecution, which, will ey u us. s who 
J. When-we may be faid to be Perſecuted 3 


hreouſneſs ſake; which will alſo lead us, ty the 


Power employ'd to the Harm of another, with | 


Power is of it ſelf indifferent to ** of i Uſe, : 
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ever its Capacity extends, to that Degree” the 
may be alſo the Seat of Perſecution; Where: 
there is au Inlet to the Inſults of Power, xo wi 
Degree ſoever the Breach lies open, to that 
gree there may be alſo the Seat of Suffering: 
On this Account it is that the Supremac y uf Po 
it {elf is not exempt from Perſecution Far be 
from me, but to ſuppoſe a Right of Perſecuting 
The very Notion of Perſecution implics Urigh 
ouſneſt. But as no Power, beſides God's, is Thfini 


1000 
or Perfect; ſo wherever there is an Imperfe&tiiio 
of Power, chere is alſo a Breach open for off / 
Aſſaults of it. And as no Mortal is ſo went, Wt 
wholly deſtitute of Power, but that he has wher — 


withal to be ſome way or other upon the Offenſin 
ſo there is no One, therefore, who in his Turn 
not ſome way or other capable of Perſecution. 
Jo give an Inſtance in one kind of it, which if 
Text it ſelf takes Notice of. The meaneſt Vaſa 
upon Earth can have the InſeFice ro ſay, wi 
Zongue we will prevail; our Lips are dur own, who! 
Lord over as? And T wiſh the Practice of em to 
did not too often veriſie it to a Demonſtration. 
Wich whatever Privileges of Exemprion, then 
fore we may flatter our ſelves, or others; Perſer; 
tion is Whit ſome way or other, from the Highe 
ro the Loweſt, all of us lie open to. To our u 
ſpeakable Confort it is, under the Approach, « 


Aſſaults pf it, if we can pretend to thoſe Circuit 
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ſtances which are requiſite to make good our Clai 
co the High Hef, that do attend it. | 
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ewe may be hid therefore to be perſecuted f: 
aeg Jele, ie the; nexr Thing that it concoinsus, = lk 
here: nquire into; Which will lead, us;allo, to che Duties” 
O Wil: bat State. 7 27 2 e 15 eie n 

iat Mor che Neven of Perſecution is not the eaſy Prize of 4 
id Vickedasls, or heady, obſtinzte Opuntarcety. | 
ey are Bleſſed, on bo, are perfecuted for Rig 2teouſneſ's ; 
> whom: Men: ſhall, rewile and perſecute, and ſay, all mans , 
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* F evil againſt, feflys for Chriſt sale, on the account « 
> Werſecption ; Their, Reward ale ts great in Heaven. ; 
gb OW. Men may be Haid ro ſujjer, Perfecution fo Keb ! 
Nfini 19s [ake, when, they ſuffer for ding the Duties of their 7 
ct on,; not in thoſe #5 alone which teſpect the F 

or ſhip of Gd, (tho in thſe more eſpecially) but 
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, Wonghout the Whole Stage of Chriſtian Virtat ; as Princes, 
vo Hogiftr ates, as Subjects, à8 CHR. 031124501 
nien When a Prince ĩs made uneaſy ant obſtructed by Po- 


ic Factions in the'Righteous goyennment of an un- 


TY! POE TTY BN 
urn people; when the wilelt Deſigns for the Publick. 


on. Bod are githes direly oppos'd, oz Araficially fruſtra- 
h tl ; when the Puplick Acts of Governimiehr, or lecret 


affiftentiobs in em, are by the Arts of diſſagisfied and“ 
„aba Men, blaſted with ſuch Jealouſies, of Boy ond 
»—;y With ſuch Colours, as tend tò eat out that Duty, and 
ffection w luich is honeſtly due from che Heaxis of the 
bjects. Theñ is that Prince as truly perſecuted? for Rig b 

nel ſule, as if ſome mighty N N of the Earth in 
s thirſt after Empire, ſhou'd Gig 2 Torrent of War, 
Leer bear the rightful. Power at onge, and evel the 
herne with the cœmmon duſt . 

When a Mag 


rate finds à Weight thrown in the 


les of Juftice, and the furious Power of Parties forc- 
g in bears heavy on his Hands; hen he is delayed 
the Execution of it by the: tedious Art of Forms, 
ilely comttiv d at firſt _ {teddy Guards to Jult and. 
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Righteouſneſs ſa ke, as if the Sword of Violence invat 


neſs, is traduc'd as Preciſeneſs; his Love of O. 
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— Right, but warp 4 by" paſſing chro* ill Hands, aff in 
' . ' growing Gains, to a more lfgring Torment than 
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De 


certain Wrongs, Remtdyleſs and Deſperate: W. 
his Righteous Sentence is call'd to the private Bar 
every Quetulous, Intereſted, or partially Pragmatic 
Pretender; then is that Magiſtrate as truly Perſecutal 


the Bench it ſelf, and made a common Sacrifice 
Judge and Law together. ; q 
When a Faithful Subjedt is traduc'd as Undu 
ful ro his Prince, for confining his Services | 
thoſe Bounds which the Laws of God and M 
have preſcriþd to them; or his Submiſſion 2 
Deference, within thoſe Bounds, is repreſent 
odiouſly to the People, as Propenſity to Slaver 
When his pood Deeds are ſpitiſnly leſſen d at 
undervalu'd, or more skilfully aſcrib d to ill End 
and the juſt Eſteem or Reward of em are inte 
cepted, or loaded with an uncqual Stock of E 
vy and Malice, and that coarſe Detraction whit 
uſually follows: In a word, Whenever he ſufſe 
in his Goods, or Good Name, for adhering u 
moveably to that even Courſe of Duty whit 
our excellent Conſtitution does exact, eſpecial 
from that ſtate of Subjection which he is happil 
placd in; Then is that Subject as truly perſec 
ed for Righteouſneſs ſake, as if his Perſon and h 
Liberties, were trampP'd' under foor. 
When a Man's Sobriety, and Conſcientioulf 


der, and Decency, as Superſtition; his firm Aq; 
herence. to well-eſtqbliſh'd Principles, as Stifneſſf 
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ind Bigottry, and Narrowneſs of Mind; his 
true and unaffected Moderation jn Things dif - 
uted, as Indifference for the Truth of em; or 
his Zeal for ſertl'd Truths, as the very Spirit of 
perſecution; Then is that Chriſtian as truly per- 
ecuted for - Righteouſneſs ſake, as if he was driv- 
n to the woful Choice of giving up either his 
ible, or his Body to be Burnt; of either Sa- 


nducrificing, or being Sacrific'd to Idols. 
es WF I chooſe the rather to inſtance in theſe kinds 
M/ Perſecutions, becauſe they are ſo much of com- 


on Uſe and Practice, and come ſo thick upon 
rod Men from all Quarters, that it ſeems out of 
he Power of the wiſeſt Laws, or the ſtricteſt 
xecution. of em, by any Method of Contriv- 
Ince, or Application to prevent em. _ 


5 


The more Bloody Perſecutions that lay waſte 
hole Provinces, and make a general Havock of 
Lives and Liberties of a People, are not che 
Vork of every Age or Country. Monſtrous as 
ey are in their Nature, ſo are they in their; Rarity 
whieÞo : Wide as they are in their waſtful Inundu- 
ciallſſons, yet the Goodneſs of God has ever ſet 
me Bounds to em, which they could not pals ; 
WS ſhut up that Sea of Blood with Doors, and 
id, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, aud 5 farther ; an 
re ſhall thy proud Waves be ftay d. For it is the 
ntiouſare and Delight of the good Providence of God 
of OF Blaſt the Deſigns of Cruel Princes; to Hum: 
m Ade that Haughry and Inſulting Spirit, which 
ritnelWrs em upon being the Plagues of Mankind F 
i _ ange 
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' Fort or Reward, which has nor ſome relation co a Ge Du; be- 


„ene e 
and to Relieve, in his owngood: Time, the Ri ghreous Sufferers 
under their mercileſs Perſecutions. 8 

But che Perſecutions of Milice and Defamatzon, the Revilings, 
the Evil. ſprakings, that attend and purſue; che ſteady Practice of 
every Chriſtian Virtue, in every ſort of Steer the Growth 
of every Time and Corner of the World; and as ſurely the Lot 
of every Good and Righteous Man, as they are beyond the 
niceſt Care of his utmoſt Circumſpection co prevent or Cure. 
Even the higheſt ſeeming Commendations in the Mourhs of Men, 
skill'd in the Art of -rafty Slanders, when the Hear of their wick- 
ed Rage is io far under Command, as to give em leave to be 
Coo! in their Malice, and deliberateh Spitefui;; ſhall cut ſharper, 
and wound deeper than the keeneſt Satyr, aud make the more 
laſting and unmovable Impreſſions, for the falſe Diſguiſe and 
rotten Affectation of Impartiatity and Temper. Their Lips drop 
aan Honcyoomb, and their Mautli n ſmoother than Oil: But their Wi 
End is bitter as Wormwood, and ſharp as a two-edged Sword. 

Ir is time then ro make good our Way to the high Rewards and 


Conf ite of This defengeleſs Sate, thro the Duties which it re-. 
quires at our Hands. | | . 

Some would indeed perſuade us not to look for Duty here, if” 
ſince ir is not in our Power whether we ſhall be Perſecuted or. 
not; and rather to keep our Eye on the Rewards and onſolat ions, v 
which are to ſupport us 1n our Sufferings for Righteoufneſs ſake, if 


When they do befal us, and we cannor help it; rhan tO Provoke 
thoſe Sufferings, and pull em down upon our Heads, in profpes! 1 
of a Prize which we have no Encouragement or Ground to hope 


ſhall be the Crown of ( what they will call ) our Ryſhneſ and In- 
Conſideration, | 7 
But beſides that, L muſt profeſs I know nat of any Goſpe! Con. 


ſides that, I have, I think, evinc'd already, thar theſe Suffering: 
Are the Lor of every gon Man, and unavoidably follow the 
ſteady Practice of the regular Duties of every Station. It ap 
pcats alſo yer farther ro me, from the whole Tenour of rhe Gol 
pe), Thaz we arc not only bound to purſue that Track of Du 
herein we ſee theſ# Sufferinys will await us; but that we at 
550 often ty d to exter into ib, even with that very He and Pri 
pct. g 
This is what our Saviour means by char Saying of his int 
Sth of St. L, at the 23d Verfe: Fam Man will came after u 
let hint dey .humſelf, and take up his Croſs daily and follow . 
Where what we are to do day by day, ought to he in dur ou; 
AP . Powe! (1 


re ; 
Wa 
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1 e o 
power ; and therefore; muſt n ſome Senſe 


bo, Attive, ſome way to contribute to our roſs; and that we may 
of, do, eicher by Confeſſion HF the Mouth, or by Prafl ice. | 

By Confofion: I mean a clear and open Profeſſion of our Belief, 
ot ! tho we torclee it will bring Danger upon us unavoidably. 
"ou Whenever we ſhall diſcern that by our Silence, or Diſguiſing our 
= judgment in things of cemmon Duty, the Name ot Chrift is 


uke ly to be diſnonour d. or out Neighbour's Soul endanger d; 
Me. ve are beund ta tpeak, tho we ſuffer for it all that the ſnarl- 
be in Rage, or active Cruelty of wicked Men can bring up- 
on us. | 5 | 


' | * | 2 

50h By Practice J mean an Exemmlary Pious Life, directly let in 
* daihy Oppoſition to the common Courſes of the wicked World; 
drop by watch we furely bring upon our ſelves Ning, Hatred and 


11:3 Dealing from the moft of Men, as ſuch who by our Lives 
condemn their wicked Doings. For they think it ſtrange, fays St. 
Pcter, I Pet. 4. 4. That you run not with them to the ſame exceſi of 
Rot, ſpoakrng- Evil of you. And the Courſe of their Reaſoning is 
8 eſerib d in the ſecond Chapter of the Book of 
N 


heir 


and 
N 
here, E a 
d r , 1 lie in wait for the Righteous, ſays the wicked Man there, 
ons, , be ic not for our Tin, and he is clean contrary to our Doings. He 
Flake, braids us with our offendinig the Law, and objects to our Infamy 


_— Tranſęreſſious of our Education. He was made to reprove our 
wed oughts, He is grievous to us even to behold, For his Life is not lake 
) PC 0 f 5 , hs 

hope ther Mens, his ways are of another faſhion. Me are eſteem' d of h. 


ad IM Counterfeits : He abſtains from our Ways as from Filthineſs ; He 
ronouticeth the End of the Juſt to be Bleſſed. Let us therefore, lays 
e, examine him with Deſpitefulneſ and Torture, et us condemn 


D M- : . 

, C 7 m with a ſhameful Death. | 

Foring neſe are the Acts of takive u the Croß, the Duties which pur 
4 ty in the Number of the Pertons defign'd in the Text, thoſe chat 


re perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake. For tis a ſhame that our Bleſ- 


ar ag ſhould be inflicted on us, and that we | nould be on'y Paiſire 
F Bu Of Happineſs : Let us inquire a little more diſtinctiy into the 
we. ane which our great Maſter hath of their Performance. 

de hat kind of $r-#ering which is on the Account of a ſteady Per- 
NC 2 "ance iu Chr:ſtian Piety and Virtue, is call'd in Scripture, Sf 
ln Mg with Chr:ft, and Dying with Chrift, the Dying of. the Lord 
| ter A . Now if when we ſuffer, we ſuffer with him, He ſuffers 
15 „ bur Fufferings; if we bear in our Bodies his Dying; his arc 
gur o thoſe Sufferings which we bear for his Names lake. 59 we 
Powe! d Him pronouncing -from Heaven, the Seat of his Glory, 
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_ aſvamed, when he comes in the Glory of tie 1 ather with bis Holy An- 
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* ä ( 12 9 \ 
after his Petſpnal Suffering on Earth were fiaiſh'd : Ah Saul 
was breatimng out Slauier unt the Diſcrnies: of the Lard, Saul, 
Saul, ſays he, vl Perfecuterh thou wie 21 ® 3-461 9 

And can we: then believe choſe Suffering) fr for us to decline 
the Weight of vhich che Shoulders of che Son gf God are under, 
and heip us ro ſuſtain ? He ſuffer with him. Can we deſpair of 
the glerions Reward. of irhoſe Sufferings, which the Saviour of 
the Word exproſlv tells us, ina Voice from Heaven, that he 
himſeif is inn vd in? It 55 the dyimy i tbe Lord je is. 

On the other hand, the being ain d from taking: up the 
Croß in an Exemplary Oppoſition to the reigning Impicries of 
wicked Wor'd, he ca. s beine aſhum d of him, and his Rords, in 
this \ Adilteroas and nf 1! Generation. 1 

In an Age of Monſters, when ſtrict Piery and honeſt Quiet- 
neſs is out of countenance; and bold Wickedneſs, de tperate 
Athei im, andi hea ly Faction carry all before em: He that by 
an open courte of .Flonefty and Virtue dares not own the ſcaraful 
Name of a Religious Man; char will be yielding in his Com- 

liances, and counterfrit ſome faſhionabie Qpinion, or Vice, to 

caly in Company, and Converſarion; he that dares nor glear- 
ly and firmly t rofeſs and maintain the Truch of, that Faith and 
thole Principles, of whole Agreement with the Docteine of the 
Holy Sctiptures, and the Practice of the Primitive Church, he 
has had à long and tr ed Conviction upon his Conſcience; He 
it 15 chat is afpam'd of C'r:ft in his Words: And the Reward he 
is to expect, is cbis; Thar of m al ſol! 1he Son of Man be 


rels, | 
$ The not confeſſins him before Mey, our Saviour 1.0 calls dem. 
ing him; and the Puniſhment of the gui'ry Cowards is, that be 
wil deny them before his Father which is in Haven. 

Vain therefore, is the falſe Confide ice of th ſe wary Men, i G 
who think if they can cover their Opinions in mattes of. Con- h 
ſcience with Silence, or with Words which diſcovers their Judg- 4 
ments, yet leſs than Silence, fo as to preſerve themſelves from e 
open Danger, and apparent Sin; they are abundantiy Innocent! 
The Judgment Scat of Chriſt will rake Cognizance of no ſuch o 
Niceties. He reckoas Sience, to avoid any kind of Affliction 01 

: Ie : Le 
whatever, when Confeſſian is requir'd eicher * Duty to che Ma- 
giſtrate, or by Charity to our Neighbour, or by che bold and in- 
lolent Oppoiition of them that deny the Lord that bung ht them, made of 
«biohvely r.eccfary to the Defence of his Truth; when it is fi to 
to larlslie the it gay Aggreſſors, that God is not ſo ia Mate, 
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1 nor ſo. meanlyſe ty d, that noone {hould rave the Gratitude: or In- 


M tegrity ta ſtand up in his Defence: He reekoas Silence here, co 
be plain Heniai; and Equi vacating Language ro be Reſethion of 
> Vin. 771 from me, will he ſay, at che laſt Day, ye -workers.of . 
r. 'Inzquity,” T know you not. And tho' they ſhould plead that they have 
T4 Eat and Draul in his, Preſuce, and that E hath taught in heir 
f Streets; Yet, if they have declin'd AffH ont, when chey lay in 
1C the way of Corfcſſing bin before men; if chey have not ſtuck ro 
ki , when they ſaw the Swords and Staves about em, He 
* knows em not: They mult depare into utter Darkneſs, where there 
of n weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth ; where there will 
jm be a lad Exchange of Sufferings, from whence no Compoſition can 


within are both Immortal. l . 

But S/Ferin for Conſcience. ſake is matter of great To, a {olid - 
ground of Comfort preſet and to come 

It is a Rea! Git from Heaven; lo St. Paul cells the Philipprang, 
Phil. 1. 29, To you, lays. hes it given on the behalf of chr, not 
only to Believe in Him, but alſo to Suffer for hu ſale. 8 

It is an Hyncur which the Angels themſelves are not capable of, 
Reſerv d ro f up the Joy of an Apoſtle, rejbicing that be & coun- 
ted worthy to ah, fh For Coriſt's . ſake; 10 FU 

'T was this-encouraging Froſpect which ſuſtain'd St. Pau, and 
carried him an thro that noble Path of Virtue, hich led him to it, 
glorifying in Tribulations. He Rejoyce, lays he, in hope of tbe 
Glam of God ; and not only fo, but we glory in Tribulation ald, Uw 
ing Tribulation worketh Patience, and Paticuee Experienceꝶ and Ex- 
perience Hope, aud Hope maliath us not aſham d, becnuſe the Luv? of 
God, . ſhed. abroad in our Hearts by, the, Holy 'Gboſt which is given 
unto ut. | | 1 

Tis this Hope which our Bleſſe4 Saviour Here gives as the 
Men, Ground of our Happineſs, and the Reward of our Syfferrmgs, when 
Con-] be ſays, Bleſſed: are ye ꝓben Men ſhal revile you, and perſecute you, 
Tudg- and ſay all manner of evil againſt you faiſly for my ſake. ; Reſozte and 
from be exceeding glad, for great is aur Re ward in Heaven. b 
cent! And then, if either St. Pay! knew what to Glory in, 
> fach or Heaven be worth, hoping for ; if our Bleſſed Savi- 


Redeem em; but the fiery Torment, and the gaawing Worm 


idem our knew what was truly matter of Joy and Comfort, 
rad or if he who only hath tho Joys of Heaven to dilpofe 


made} of, cat} give us an, Afſucauce of em; we have Reaſon 
ic is u to Glory in Tribulations, to Rejoyce in Perſerutions and Revi- 
Matter, lings for the Name of Chriff, ang to promiſe our ſelves, 
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that if we Suffer with How, we hall, alſo Reign with bim 


teouſneſt, orthe Name of Chriſt, Which can dd. Weis Sf 
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in this Kinodom: + 


How ftrangely Potvicſe chen; is che Reifyning of 


thoſe Men, 50 hear che Suffering, with miolt Imp ati- 


ence Which come upon em ron fully! It wou'd not 
trouble em, will they ſay, if they had geferv'd this 
Ulage ; then they could have born it patientiy: But 
when chey Merit no ſuch Dealing; That, That 5 the 
Thing that Galls: . x 


New chis is to be Diſcontentee, merely becale they 
are in a State of Befſedneſs 1! Suffering, when we do 
deſerve it of Men, has no Pee that I, know of, 
annex d to ir; tis not our Virtue, but our Puniſhment, 
Now-what a ſtrange thing is it, that a Man ſhou' d be 


more content to ſuffer Juſtly; tho That is but and Evi- 


dence of his Wickedneſs; than ro ſuffer' the, ſame 
Things Unjultiy, when they both promote and aſſure 
him of his Adoption? When the Sufferings, in both 
Cafes, are the/ſame; What is This but to prefer che 
Guilt and Infamy of a Milefactor, before the Inno- 
cence, the Glory, and the Crown of a Martyr?. 

-  What-one. Quality; or Conſequence i is chere in Sin, 
whic ſhould make the Burthen of it fir the Lighter! 
Is the'Forturt-Eafier to the Criminal, becauſd. àttend. 
ed with his own Selft-Condemparion,: 2 Is A cruel, Death 


more Tolerable ro him for a Moment, becauſe it de- 
livers him over to an Eternal Opeę 


What one Quality vr Conſequence is the Righ 
to! the Suffering they bring upon us? Ts.the continu, 

Feiſt of A good Conſcience Then only a Burth&il when W 
57 moſt need of its Support? Or do:the Joy 8 0 
Heaven, then open to us, make us Impadienr to bt 
out of the Way that leads us to it? 
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of Which ,wWweetens' the bitter Cup? Yerneitheris igen 
„bor Rgbieu, Men to Sigftr. The Coneluſion of xt 
oc Wafords us a-freſh Encouragement'th the Account it 
vis gives us, that /omper/ceuted-rbey the Prophets aubielb ere b.- 
be RT eee . 
* Which, of the Prophets dave not jour Fat ber, Perſecutc(? 
ieh laue Sluin then whieh ſhew'd: before of the Commg 


wy be Juſt Oue, of whom ye haue, been now the: Betrayers and 


4g Wl Mtberers., ſaid St. Stephen to the Fews, when they 


of were abour to Stone him; And he faust the Sen of Man 
nt. ending at the Rig ht- hand of God ready to receive bis Spirit. 
be Jian they Saw'd aſunder. Feremy they us'd fo ill, 
2 vi. that the Prophecy of che: very; Agonies of Chriſt, in 
ame the 23d, of, Iaiab, is thougtit by many: Learned Men 
ſure Io be deſign d alſo for a Deſvriprion of Ferm) s Suf- 
zorh krings. ah%zy' 7 8 * ; 
che Thus the very beſt of God's Saints were us d, and 


ut off Hon rhe Eand of 2the Living, for ſerving God, 
rhenthey. Were not fure they* ſhould receive 4 He 
Sin, Neconpence for this their Süffering. "Evewlaltint BieſſeJ- 
ter in another Life, as the Reward of Suffering in this, Was 
end- eculiarly a Goſpel Promiſe : The Lyw clearly Reveal'd: 
Jeath 0 ſuch. | 
it de- And therefore, when the Saints of God are Perſe- 
" Wuted, in the Old Teftament, we do not” find m 


A omforting themſelves with any ſuch Hopes; but” 
eig ich a Prophetical Revenge conſidering the laſt End 


inna their r e „ encouraging themſelves with 


he Proſpect oftthe Juſtice of God, which would ap- 


n W : 

ws dear in the Ruin that would ſhortly overwhelm their 
to bnemies, and with Hopes that God would, after a 
' + Fine, reſtore em. 
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Is ĩt a Common tlüng to de Sin puniſh'd? Is it That 
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Strong 'rherefore; is che Br emknt of eheir Kapil 
+ which held our under fo much leſs Support and Expechatig 
Las their Hope, and their Reward ; and 2p they did M8 
du thoſe Perſecutions that cut em off from Reward ti 
| Hop'd for. To be ut off from the Land of the Living, wn 
e Rom Judgment that an I/raebte could fear; and to be ſew 
Heaven is the urmoſt Poſſibility of a Chriftianis Hopes and 
es. And ſnall a e with more Patience and Alacriry receive 
© Judgment, Ve do our Crown ? Are our own happieſt WI 
more Terrible to Us, than Deſtruction was to him ? And 
a Marty rd Jfaclite go more willingly to che Greve, than We 
to Heaven 5 e bat». | 
Ne may be aſham'd of that Srupidiry which God's Mania 
cannot move, when the Saints under the Law were tov'd within 
em, and when the Son of God bimſelf was mod with theProſpedi 
C 
7 was ſet "Him, 'd the Cre, dein d the Sh 
and is ſer down at the Right-band of Gt. 
And the ſame Jors are propos d to Vs, if we will run with 2 
tience the Race that is ſer before ui: For we Hate the Word 
Truch it ſelf for our Aſſurance, Thar we be conform'd to rh 
of bis Death, we ſhall alſo be com d to the me of N Nr 
Which God f this. Infinite Mercy grant to ht A, through-.che Wi 
rita and Mediation of the ſame jeſus Chriſt our Lord: I when 
be Father, and the Holy Spirit, Three Perſons, and One Göd, 
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